outdoors

Steeped in mythology

Landscape designer
Phil Stray's garden

in Northcote is imbued
with special energy,
writes Louise Hattam

NCIENT Celtic art and myth-

ology were the [nspiration

for one of the main talking

points in Phil Stray’s garden,

Refleoting the landscape

designer's love of mythology and sym-

bolism, Stray’s palh leatures paltterned

pebble work Inspired by an anclent
Celic desian.

"It is based on the Tree of Life.” Stray
says. I designed 1L as a tribute o the
Tree of Lile symbolism from the Book of
Kells (Irlsh manuscript of the Bible).
| wanted to create my interpretation of
Celtie ar,™

Stray specialises in stone and pebble
work In his landscape business, Con-
structing the path with s elaborate
destgn was a palnstaking process, but a
labour of love thal took Kim and a team
of crafsmen six davs o compleie,

[n another homage o ancient mythol-
oy, a paved area underneath the
pergoln features a labyrinth pattern
with a classle desizn,

Sawn  bluestone was lald opver a
conorete  slab  and  In-filled  with
charcoal-coloured pebhles.

"1 liked the story of the Minolaur (a
mythical monster with the head of a bull
and body of a man, confined in the
Cretan labyrinth and fed with hmman
Nesh) as a Kid and 'm interested in the
mythology,” Stray says.

“This design represents a classio labyvre-
inth, inspired by & Greek pattern, 1t 15 &
troe labwrionh, which Is different from a
maze which has dead ends. whereas a
labyrinth is continmous

“There Is encrgy  In spleals, moze
patterns and labvripihs.

Iy o incorporate (hese pattenis in
iy landscape designs.”

stray's semi-formal garden in North-
cote is 4 suburban vasis with mature fimit
treses, kKllchen garden, vegie patch and a
sprawling: ornamental  grapevine  tha
shades the north-fecing pergola at the
hack of the howse,

Sty moved o s heritage-listed,
period hme five vears ago.

strolling around his garden, Lastine a
varlely of figs fresh from Whe Leee, Sty
reflects on how His parden hos grown.

"I has evolved In stages,” he s@avs.

“That Is the nice thing For me in designing
my own garden. You can ler it evole
through the seasons and according o the
influemces on vour Gife. I is evolving
orgianicallty, | tend to be earthy ln my
approach and |y o lave fun with design.”™

The Mst project was 1o rebutld (he
pereola by adding st tural support, S0 the
grapevine coubd spread

The vine gives shade 0 summer and
Loes a scarket. bureandy colour in st
and | prune it hard in winter.”

Stray ereaied a Kitchen garden inspined
Iy olel-Fashiomed English gardens

RBUIT trees of many varieties e
dotied around the garden, a legacy
af lormer owners.

"They were Greek people and e
planted lots of frull Irees, which was
fortunate for me,”" Stray savs.

Ollve, citrus, tamarllo, pomegranale,
quinee and loguat are all there, along with
many varieties of fig.

e garden has vet another talking
polit, The “vin and yang" garden s a
lreatar lawn i the shape of the anciem
Clhinese svinbal, The lawn grew In the
distinctive shape by chance, Shay says

e Back lawn was like @ dust bowl
when | moved in, so | tuefed i with
kentueky blue. Over summer, the kikuyu
grew back and It began forming a vin-
yang kind of shape, A lob of people ke iL.
I8 @ bit of Ton and Asian people love i,
he savs.

Australia’s Open Garden Scheme is at the Stray

Garden, 7 Walker 51, Northcote, March 26-27,
10am-4.30pm. Entry: $5.

4 Best friend: Phil

Stray and his faithiul
dog Chickpea.

& Symbolism: The Tree
of Life path (top)
features patternad
pebble work,

4 Greek influence:
Fruit trees are dotted
around the garden
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& Squared off: The
water feature has
drystene walls for
an ancient look.

& |ntricate: The
pergola (left)
features a labyrinth
pattern
underneath,

4 Confucius say:
The yinand yang
shape evolved by
accidant,



